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ear were fine enough to notice it, of the
active will, of the happiness that comes
out of life itself.
IX
I have put into this book l only those
passages from Spenser that I want to
remember and carry about with me. I
have not tried to select what people call
characteristic passages, for that is, I think,
the way to make a dull book. One never
really knows anybody's taste but one's
own, and if one likes anything sincerely one
may be certain that there are other people
made out of the same earth to like it too.
I have taken out of The Shepheards Calender
only those parts which are about love or
about old age, and I have taken out of the
Faerie Queene passages about shepherds and
lovers, and fauns and satyrs, and a few
allegorical processions. I find that though
I love symbolism, which is often the only
fitting speech for some mystery of dis-
embodied life, I am for the most part bored
by allegory, which is made, as Blake says,
" by the daughters of memory," and coldly,
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